
Department of  Planning and Development 
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inspection@cityoflacrosse.org 608-789-7530 

FENCE 

Do I need a building permit? 
Yes.

Data Requirements: 
 Completed and signed Application for Building Permit 
 One (1) set of "to scale" plans: plans may be submitted electronically if you wish. A set includes a top or "plan view" looking down on 

your project showing placement of the fence with measurements to property lines and a side or "cutaway" view showing your pro-
posed method of construction, size and placement of posts, height of the fence and type of fence. 

 A copy of the manufacturer's specifications (if required). 
 Additional information may be required if fence is within three feet of a lot line, see answer below for more information. 

If you would like to submit the permit application electronically, please upload the forms and email them to inspection@cityoflacrosse.org 

How much does a permit cost? 
Building Permit Fees can be found on the City website at this link: Appendix C - FEE SCHEDULE | Code of Ordinances | La Crosse, WI | Municode Library

How long does it take to get my permit? 
Permits are reviewed on a first come, first serve basis. Inspectors are allowed 10 business days to complete. They may take longer depending on 
circumstances. For an additional cost you can EXPEDITE your application, moving it to the forefront. 

How close to my lot line can I build my fence? 
Per City of La Crosse Municipal Code of Ordinances 115-398(c). Height and setback offences regulated:

(1) Residential fences are permitted up to the property lines in Residential Districts but shall not, in any case, exceed a height of six feet 
without a conditional use permit, shall not exceed 48 inches in height from grade in the front, side, or rear yard setback abutting a 
public sidewalk shall not encroach into any vision corner and shall not be closer than three feet to any public right-of-way along a 
public alley. The height of any fence shall be measured as an average and shall not Include the posts or pillars to which a fence is 
attached. 

(4)   In the case of a proposed fence installation within three feet of a lot line where no record of a fence existed, a survey prepared by a 
       registered land surveyor or professional engineer is required to obtain a building permit. No survey is required if a recordable affidavit   
       signed by all affected property owners establishes an agreed upon lot line. 

Do I need concrete footings under my fence? 
Per code, you do not. The fence must be installed to the manufacturer's specifications. 

When must I call for building inspections? 
Inspections are required:

 If a footing is required and the holes are ready for viewing before posts are installed 
 When the project is complete 

Frequently encountered issues: 
Following is a list of frequent problems or errors we encounter: 
 No pier depth inspection 

The property owner is responsible for correct placement of  structures upon a parcel 
of  land to comply with the building and zoning law. The back edge of  the City side-
walk is usually located on a property line. 

Be sure to call Digger's Hotline prior to digging. The number is 1-800-242-8511. 



 

Department of Planning and Development 
Building and Inspections 

inspection@cityoflacrosse.org 608-789-7530  

APPLICATION FOR RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT  
 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Application Number: ____________________ Date: _______________ Parcel Number: ______________________ 
 

 
 

 

OWNER INFORMATION 
Name: 

Address of above: Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: Cell: Email: 

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION 
Name: 

Address of above: Street  City State Zip Code 

Phone: Cell: Email: 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Project address: 

Construction Cost: 

$ 

Fence Only: 
Height:    
Material: 

 Description of Work (Must be filled out for review) 
If Demolition, include use of land after demolition 

 
 Project Type: 

Building  Addition  Sign  Alteration/Remodel  

Demolition                Accessory  

PROPERTY INFORMATION (OFFICE USE ONLY) 
Zoning Nbr. Dwelling Units Owner Occ  

Rental  

Airport Height 

Yes  No  

Flood Plain 

Yes  No  

Fire Limits 

Yes No  

Archaeological District 

Yes  No  

Historical Dist 

Yes  No  

FEE INFORMATION (OFFICE USE ONLY) 
Plan Review: 
$ 

Permit:  
$ 

Record Mtce: 
$ 

Land Use:  
$ 

Cert of Occupancy:  Exempt:  
$                 

Other:  
$ 

Total:  
$ 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Application Approved: Inspector: Date: 

IT IS HEREBY AGREED between the applicant, as owner, owner’s agent or servant, and the City of La Crosse that for and in consideration for the premises and of the permit to construct, erect, alter, move, raze, or install and the 
occupancy of a building adding or property as above described, to be issued and granted by Building and Inspections of the City of La Crosse, that the work thereon will be done in accordance with the descriptions set forth in this 
statement, and as more fully described in the City of La Crosse and State of Wisconsin laws relating to the construction, alteration, repairs, removal and safety buildings and other structures and permanent building equipment. 
 
 

____________________________________  ________________________________________ ______________________ 
Agent/Contractor: (Print)                                      (Sign)                                                                               (Date)           

 
_____________________________-DCQ             _____________________________-DC 

 
                                                                             Expires _____/_____/_____                                   Expires_____/_____/_____               
 

_____________________________________________ ___________________________________________________ ____________________________ 

Owner: (Print)                                                       (Sign)                                                                                  (Date)                                                                                                                       
 

mailto:inspection@cityoflacrosse.org






Neighbor Affidavit 
 

To whom it may concern: 

 

I, ___________________________________ at ____________________________________________, 

           (neighbor to property installing fence)                                                     (address) 

 

neighbor to_________________________________ at ____________________________________, 

                       (property owner installing fence)                                            (address) 

 

Agree to the placement and installation of the proposed fence, which is to be 

installed at the above address, and run along the adjoining properties. I also grant 

permission to use my property for fence maintenance if applicable. 
 

 

Signed: ________________________________________ _________________ 
                      (neighbor to property installing fence)                                         (Date) 
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