
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL - Additions or Alterations

When do I obtain a building permit? 
You need a building permit for any structural alteration or addition including, but not limited to, changing window size, re-rocking a wall, 
changing a window to a door, putting up or tearing down any wall, building or demolishing a detached garage or shed, building or tearing 
down an above ground swimming pool 

Data Requirements: 
 Completed and signed Application for Building Permit 
 Two (2) complete sets of plans to scale. A set electronic and paper or both sets electronic. A set includes all floor plan, elevations, cross

-sections and details. Also include structural calculations for trusses and unusually large beam/headers for large spans. 

 Two (2) copies of a survey or accurate land drawing showing your existing home and location of proposed changes. Be sure to indicate 
distance from lot lines to the wall of existing and/or proposed structures. 

If you would like to submit the permit application electronically, please upload the forms and email them to inspection@cityoflacrosse.org 

How long does it take to get my permit? 
Permits are reviewed on a first come, first serve basis. Inspectors are allowed 10 business days to complete. They may take longer 
depending on circumstances. For an additional cost you can EXPEDITE your application, moving it to the forefront. 

How much does a permit cost? 
Building Permit Fees can be found on the City website at this link: Appendix C - FEE SCHEDULE | Code of Ordinances | La Crosse, WI | Municode Library

How close to the lot-line can I build the addition? 
In most areas, you must stay 20% of the lot depth or a minimum of 15' (maximum of 30') from the rear lot line and 6' from the side lot lines 
and 25' from the front lot lines. CALL US TO MAKE SURE if your project is close to these parameters. SOME AREAS DO HAVE  
DIFFERENT SETBACK RULES. You may want to bring in your survey before you begin designing your home. 

Can I do my own electrical wiring? 
No. Local law requires a. licensed contractor to perform electrical wiring. An electrical permit is required. 

Can I do my own plumbing work? 
No. Local law requires a licensed contractor to perform plumbing work A plumbing permit is required. 

Can I do my own HVAC work? 
Local law requires a licensed contractor to perform any gas work and a permit will be required. Some other HVAC work will require a 
permit; please inquire with Community Risk Management regarding permitting. 

What do I do with the card I received with the building permit? 
The yellow permit card should go in a window or where it can be seen from the street 

When must I call for building inspections? 
Inspections are required: 
 After excavation, before placing concrete 
 After foundation is formed, before placing concrete 
 After foundation is built but before backfilling 
 When rough carpentry is erected. You must first have plumbing rough in inspected and electrical rough in inspected and approved. 

THEN CALL FOR FRAMING INSPECTION. The Building Inspector cannot approve framing prior to electrical and plumbing 
rough inspection/approvals. 

 When insulation is completely installed before dry-walling begins. 
 Final inspection of plumbing, electrical, HVAC and building before occupancy. 
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APPLICATION FOR RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT  
 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Application Number: ____________________ Date: _______________ Parcel Number: ______________________ 
 

 
 

 

OWNER INFORMATION 
Name: 

Address of above: Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: Cell: Email: 

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION 
Name: 

Address of above: Street  City State Zip Code 

Phone: Cell: Email: 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Project address: 

Construction Cost: 

$ 

Fence Only: 
Height:    
Material: 

 Description of Work (Must be filled out for review) 
If Demolition, include use of land after demolition 

 
 Project Type: 

Building  Addition  Sign  Alteration/Remodel  

Demolition                Accessory  

PROPERTY INFORMATION (OFFICE USE ONLY) 
Zoning Nbr. Dwelling Units Owner Occ  

Rental  

Airport Height 

Yes  No  

Flood Plain 

Yes  No  

Fire Limits 

Yes No  

Archaeological District 

Yes  No  

Historical Dist 

Yes  No  

FEE INFORMATION (OFFICE USE ONLY) 
Plan Review: 
$ 

Permit:  
$ 

Record Mtce: 
$ 

Land Use:  
$ 

Cert of Occupancy:  Exempt:  
$                 

Other:  
$ 

Total:  
$ 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Application Approved: Inspector: Date: 

IT IS HEREBY AGREED between the applicant, as owner, owner’s agent or servant, and the City of La Crosse that for and in consideration for the premises and of the permit to construct, erect, alter, move, raze, or install and the 
occupancy of a building adding or property as above described, to be issued and granted by Building and Inspections of the City of La Crosse, that the work thereon will be done in accordance with the descriptions set forth in this 
statement, and as more fully described in the City of La Crosse and State of Wisconsin laws relating to the construction, alteration, repairs, removal and safety buildings and other structures and permanent building equipment. 
 
 

____________________________________  ________________________________________ ______________________ 
Agent/Contractor: (Print)                                      (Sign)                                                                               (Date)           

 
_____________________________-DCQ             _____________________________-DC 

 
                                                                             Expires _____/_____/_____                                   Expires_____/_____/_____               
 

_____________________________________________ ___________________________________________________ ____________________________ 

Owner: (Print)                                                       (Sign)                                                                                  (Date)                                                                                                                       
 

mailto:inspection@cityoflacrosse.org
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